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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
Anita Stewart-Hammerer

Within the last few months, the Post has taken one major step in reaching out to members that may be
homebound, out of state, or simply too tired to drive across town.
For those members that may not be aware, you can now tune into meetings via Zoom or by simply dialing a phone
number and listening to the meeting. You can connect with your fellow veterans and continue to keep updated on
what’s happening at the Post. Even if you live in Florida or just down the street, connect back with your Post and
send a wave via the internet.

Legion Meeting
2nd Wednesday of each month
7:30 pm
Executive Committee Meeting
4th Wednesday of each month
7:00 pm
Sons of American Legion Meeting
3rd Wednesday of each month
7:00 pm
Auxiliary Meeting
nd
2 Wednesday of each month
7:30 pm
Legion Riders Meeting
1st Wednesday of each month
7:00 pm

I also challenge Post members who attend meetings and who know of
members that have not been to a meeting in a while to check on them.
With Veterans Day fast approaching now is a good time to check on
them. We need to make sure that they are doing ok. The VA reported
that 17.2 veterans per day took their lives in 2019. As the American
Legion National Commander, Paul E. Dillard said in one of his messages
recently to Legionnaires, “The American Legion will not be satisfied until
that figure is ZERO.”
“We have a lot of work to do. And by “we” I don’t mean just The
American Legion but America as a whole. Buddy checks are only one
tool. We must remove all stigmas associated with asking for help or being
diagnosed with PTSD, depression or any other condition that could lead
one to take his or her own life, he said”
“We must reach out to our Afghanistan veterans who are
experiencing a whole range of emotions due to recent events. We need to
ensure that they are not isolated and that they know that they have a
home and friends in our American Legion Family,” Dillard said.
National Commander’s Dinner
On March 12, 2022, the Post will have the privilege of hosting a
dinner for The American Legion National Commander Paul E. Dillard. I
am encouraging as many Post 22 members to attend the dinner as a show
of support not only for the Post but as a testament for all that we are
doing for veterans, children, and families. More details to follow in the
next newsletter. Please stay safe and have a joyous and happy holiday.
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Vernon Crider
Faith is Like a Toothbrush: Please use it Daily but Please Don’t Use
Someone Else’s.
Get yourself in the mindset from being dependent on other people to being
dependent on God. God is our source of direction, wisdom, and knowledge. It
is noted that other people base their belief systems, do, and say on what other
people believe; Also, revelation is only “revelation” when it is your own
revelation; God is known by revelation, not explanation. In Matthew 16: 1617, Peter replied to Jesus when He asked Peter who am I: Peter replied, “You
are the Christ, the Son of The Living God… This was not revealed to you by
men, but by The Father”.
Just to reflect, our faith only works when we believe it and place a demand
on it. Another person’s faith cannot get you into heaven and it also cannot get
you to your earthly destination. Satan never gave us anything without
bankrupting something else, but God can’t give us anything without blessing
everything else!
There are two kinds of unwise people. One may say, “this is old, it must be
good.” The other person says, “this is new; therefore, it must be better.” Do
not attempt to do anything to do something unless you are sure of yourself;
however, do not abandon it simply because someone else is not sure of you.
God uses many outlets to speak to us. Radio, music, TV, books, CD’s internet,
etc. God also uses others to speak and teach us.
However, don’t believe something just because Brother “So-and So”
believes it. Believe in something because God has shown it to you and
conformed it in His Word (The Bible). 2 Timothy 2:15 tells us to study God’s
Word and become a good student of it as 2 Timothy 3:15 also tells us that
Gods Word is for instruction, correction, reproof, and a guide for achieving
righteousness.
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God wants us to “trust Him and verify (by studying His Word)” what he is
telling us so that others may “see” Him working through you. People who
don’t pray and discover the truth for themselves are declaring that they don’t
need God. Remember, Judas heard all of Jesus’ teachings but obviously didn’t allow them to become a personal
revelation embodied to his spiritual being. We all know what happened with Judas, his betrayal, and his demise.
Remember, work on building up your own faith and not relying on the faith of others. You’ll always be more
convicted by what you’ve discovered than by what others have found! Hold on to “your” faith, period!
*If you know of any Legionnaire who is/has been ill as well as members of their immediate family, please contact me
at (410) 258-2367 or criderv@comcast.net. Please keep any sick/shut legionnaires as well as those bereaved families in
your prayers. Happy Holidays and Have a blessed and Prosperous New Year!

Save the Date
Four Chaplains Service—February 6, 2022,
in the Grand Hall, from 9-10:30am

SECOND VICE COMMANDER
Chuck Weems

Greetings fellow Legionnaires and family members. Several exciting events have been planned in the coming
months. Join us this holiday season by participating in one of these planned events.
Come out on December 4th and have Breakfast with Santa. Don’t forget
to bring your children and grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. Breakfast
will be served from 9am to 11 am. The menu will consist of waffles;
pancakes; an assortment of cereal; sausage; bacon, to include turkey bacon;
hot chocolate; milk; and orange juice, Santa arrives at 10 am. Helpers are
needed.
A sign-up sheet will be in the lounge. Please sign-up early and don’t
forget to give the number of children coming and their ages. Ages allowed
is up to 12. Cost is $8 for adults. Cut-off date to sign-up is December 2nd.
On December 12th, we will be honoring First Responders at the Commander’s Christmas Party. The event runs
from 2-6pm and the cost is $15 or a toy or two with the same value. Come out and enjoy Mel’s famous eggnog while
dancing to the smooth tunes played by our versatile chaplain disc jockey Vernon Crider. A sign-up sheet for the
Christmas Party will also be in the lounge. The cut-off date for sign-up will be December 6th. A menu for the dinner
will be provided and posted in the Lounge.
The Post will be hosting the National Commander’s dinner on March 12, 2022. Please come out and support your
Post as it welcomes National Commander Paul E. Dillard to the Post for dinner and breakfast. More details to follow
in the January newsletter, but volunteers will be needed for the event. To volunteer, please contact the Post
Commander.

Tickets can be
purchased in
the lounge.
Drawing will be
held at the
November 10th
membership
meeting.

HISTORIAN
Mark Serio

Greetings Comrades! We continue our highlight tour of our
Post history as the world is engulfed in the 2nd World War in
Europe and with Japan. (Source, A History of Towson Post 22 1923-1998, by Richard A. Houck.) Beginning in the 1940s, our
Post wasn’t doing well financially, and they decided to raffle a car!
The Zell Motor Car cost $880 and after the raffle, the post netted
$525. A considerable sum at that time!
When war broke out, and at the request of the Department
Commander, our Post set up a U.S. Home Defense Program to
support the war effort. Committees were set up to support
Police/Fire Departments, Evacuation Planning, Medical Aid, etc.
It was reported that our members fully supported and participated
in these efforts. For instance, Bingo games brought in over
$56,000 for U.S. War Bonds which helped with the building of
our current Post home! Several Post member’s sons were now
fighting overseas by draft or volunteering. In 1942/43, gas and oil
shortages were getting real. It’s reported that even the Towson
Fire Department was without heat for 2 days!
Following with the invasion of Normandy in Europe, and the
fall of the Marshall Islands in 1944, it became clear that the war
would end in the not so distance future. Post Service Officer, W.K. Weaver proposed plans to assist
servicemen and their families when they returned home. He created a network of offices to manage the
efforts, known as the Veterans Information Service, and was even given $200 per month for his expenses. In
1944/45, 197 new members had joined our Post, and at the end of 1946, membership was at 442. (Close to
our membership today!) Shortly, after the war, the Post set up a committee and authorized funding to look for
a new, permanent Post home. But we’ll explore that in next month’s newsletter. Stay tuned.
Finally, as was reported in last
month’s Newsletter; new Post
Officers were installed at our
August General Membership
Meeting. Here is a group photo of
those present. Even with pandemic
masks on, how many of your
comrades do you recognize?
If you have activities to share
for the Post Yearbook, send to
MarkSerio@SerioWrit.com and
please include a picture or two.

AMERICANISM
Stuart Blair

Why Veterans Day?

Veterans Day is a time for us to pay our respects to those who have
served. For one day, we stand united in respect for you—our veterans.
This holiday started as a day to reflect upon the heroism of those who
died in our country's service and was originally called Armistice Day. It fell on
November 11 because that is the anniversary of the signing of the Armistice
that ended World War I. However, in 1954, the holiday was changed to
"Veterans Day" to account for all veterans in all wars.
Many Veterans Day Ceremonies will occur across the country and locally as well honor our military veterans.
Towson Post 22, led by Commander Anita Stewart-Hammerer will conduct a Veterans Day Ceremony at Wayside
Cross on York Road, November 11 at 11:00 a.m. If you are unable to attend, displaying of the “Star Spangled
Banner” is a meaningful way to honor our veterans.
Oratorical Contest
The American Legion Oratorical Contest exists to develop deeper knowledge and appreciation for the U.S.
Constitution among high school students. Since 1938, the program has presented participants with an academic
speaking challenge that teaches important leadership qualities; the history of our nation's laws; the ability to think and
speak clearly; and an understanding of the duties, responsibilities, rights and privileges of American citizenship. Young
orators earn some of the most generous college scholarships available to high school students.
Early in 2022, the Oratorical Contest will begin. We are now in the process of contacting several local schools for
students to participate in the competition. Students will compete at local posts, district venues and the department level on
March 6th to be hosted by Towson Post 22. If you know of a senior student in high school that would have the desire to
speak on the USA Constitution, please contact me via email at thistleman@verizon.net.
Also in the works is communication with the area’s youth sports program to sponsor a baseball team. We are also in the
process of discussing a partnership with a local Boy Scout troop. I always eager to accept volunteers to assist me in the
Americanism programs. I can be reached at 410-665-6440 or thistleman@verizon.net

Veterans Day Ceremony on 11/11
11am at Wayside Cross
Corner of York and Shealy Avenue
Sponsored by American Legion
Towson Post 22

AUXILIARY
Nicole Horner

The Towson American Legion Auxiliary has been busy. First, I
want to thank everyone that supported our hotdog fundraiser and
everyone that has donated to our book bags for child protective
services.
We are going to be assembling our book bags at the November
meeting so we can donate the bags before the holidays. We have
some other great projects and events coming up. Between now and
our November meeting we are selling gift cards to Texas
Roadhouse. Gift cards can be purchased for $5 or more. If you are
interested in purchasing gift cards, please contact Linda Odom
(410) 683-1138) or myself at (443) 461-5293 or via email
nhornertowsonala@gmail.com. On December 14th we will have a
fundraising night at Texas Roadhouse, please email me if you
would like more information and I will send you the flyer as soon
as we receive them.

KEEPING BUSY THIS HOLIDAY
SEASON WITH THE
AUXILIARY AND S.A.L
DECEMBER 5—CHILLI COOK-OFF
@ 2PM IN LOUNGE BEFORE
RAVENS VS STEELERS GAME
DECEMBER 11—AUXILIARY AND
SAL-CHRISTMAS SOCIAL IN
LOUNGE @ 6PM
BRING A DISH TO SHARE AND A
$10 WRAPPED GIFT TO XCHANGE
DECEMBER 11—CHRISTAMS
WAGON OF CHEER DRAWING
VALUED AT $400
TICKETS ($5) AVAILABLE IN
LOUNGE
DECEMBER 14—TEXAS
ROADHOUSE FUNDRAISER

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
John Horner

The Chapter has been busy participating in rides in September. We joined
over 1,000 other riders (see photos) to participate in the 9-11 ride
commemorating the 20th anniversary of the attack on our country. In October
we participated in the Back the Blue Ride that benefited the Harford County
Sherriff's Fund and the Baltimore County Assist Fund.
We will keep
riding and
supporting for as
long as the
weather will allow.
We are already
working on next
`year’s rides to include June 10th, 11th &12th—the
Maryland Gold Star Ride, and June 9th our HERO-DOG
ride—so pencil in the dates. Even though we will put the
motorcycles away for the winter we will still be meeting
the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM. Come out
and join us.

Important Notice:

Gather up all those Post 22 coins and redeem them by
December 31st because the Post is phasing out the old coins and moving to a new coin
system for better accountability purposes. So, unless you want to keep them as a souvenir,
they must be redeemed by December 31, 2021.

Commander’s Christmas
Party
Sunday, December 12, 2021
2-6pm
Donation $15 or a new toy*
RSVP: 410-823-8030 or
purchase tickets at Post Lounge
before December 6, 2021
*All toys will be donated to
St. Vincent DePaul

Chili Cook-Off
Hosted by:
Sons of the American Legion
& American Legion Auxiliary
December 5th at 2pm
in the lounge
Enter your Chili in the contest
$5 Donation
Enjoy the Ravens/Steelers Game
50/50 raffle
Corn hole before the game
Proceeds to benefit Veterans and Children and youth

December 4th from 9-11am

Children under 12
Santa arrives at 10am
Arts and Crafts
Enjoy waffles, pancakes, and more goodies
Children 12 and under are free but adults are $8
Sign-up in the Lounge
Helpers are needed, call the Post to volunteer.
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FOR EVEN MORE POST INFORMATION, VISIT
WWW.TOWSONAMERICANLEGION.ORGOR CALL (410) 823-8030. TO SUBMIT AN
ARTICLE OR COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT POST COMMANDER AT
AHAMMERER@JUNO.COM.

Upcoming Events

Check Facebook or the Post Website for Events

